
CALENDAR 2022-2023 

 
October Mid-term Break: Closed Monday 31st October to Friday 4th November 2022 inclusive. 

 
Christmas Holidays: Closing Wednesday, 21st December 2022 at 12.15 p.m. and re-opening Thursday, 5th 

January 2023. 
 

New Public Holiday: Monday February 6th,2023 
 

February 2023 Mid-term Break: Closed Monday 13th February 2023 to Friday 17th February 2023 
 

Closed Friday, 17th March 2022- Public Holiday. St Patrick’s Day 
 

Easter 2023: School closing Friday, 31st March 2023 at 12.15 p.m. and reopening Mon-day, 17th April, 2023 
 

Closed Monday, May 1st 2023: Bank Holiday 
 

Closed Monday and Tuesday, 5th & 6th June 2023. Bank Holiday 

Closing for Summer Holidays on June 30th 2023 at 12.15 pm.  

 

Slán to Fr Derek and Welcome Fr Richie 

We were very sorry to hear the news of the Departure of Fr Derek Leonard from the Parish during the summer 
months. Derek is a firm friend of Scoil Íde and in both his pastoral and Board of Management roles he dis-
played great calmness, flexibility and understanding. Derek spent ten years working with the Parishioners of St 
Nicholas’ and St Mary’s.  

I am sure everyone in the school community wishes Derek all the best in West Limerick where he will be work-
ing in the Parishes of Rathkeale, Knockaderry and Athlacca.  Derek was presented with gift from the Board of 
Management by Molly from our Student Council at our 6th Class Assembly on September 30th. 

Sad as we are to lose Fr Derek to County Limerick we are delighted to welcome Fr Richie Davern to the Parish. 
Fr Richie and  Fr Gerard will work with us in Scoil Íde. Richie has already met the 6th Class children and we 
are very much looking forward to working with Richie and Gerard over the coming years. 

Dates for both Sacraments will be announced in due course but it’s important to note that receiving the sacra-
ments is a part of a journey you began with your children when you brought them for their baptism. We are 
delighted to be able to help you by teaching the religious education programme, Grow in Love but the primary 
responsibility is a parental one.  

Scoil Íde’s Makerspace 

The Science Room received a makeover during the summer holidays thanks to the voluntary contri-
butions of parents and guardians during school year 20221-2022. The Science Room was, like many 
good things in Scoil Íde, the brainchild of past principal Peter Long. Peter loved to see children chal-
lenge themselves, go back to the drawing board if needed and try again. Our Engineering projects 

from 3rd –6th are good examples of this theory in action. 

Renamed The Makerspace, this room is available to all the children in Scoil Íde from Juniors to 6th 
Classes and it is a space where pupils can be creative, work together, share, develop ideas, innovate 
and generally just make stuff. Children can learn, explore and create using high tech or no tech in 

areas such as the arts, cooking and baking and STEM. 

Provision of accommodation for those in Crisis 

If you are in a position to accommodate a family from the Ukraine or indeed any country affected by conflict 
and displacement contact the school office and we will take note of your details.  
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WELCOME BACK 

We returned to school on Thursday, September the 1st. It was great to see all the children heading to their 
new classrooms with their friends. Thankfully, the start to this school year has been much more straightfor-
ward than the previous two years. Long may that continue. 

JUNIOR INFANT APPLICATIONS  

2023-24 

As per updated legislation, applications will open 

on 1st October for our 2023-24 Junior Infant In-

take. Applications are only accepted in the year 

previous to starting school and are conducted 

through our website: www.scoilide.ie  

From October 1st 2022 to February 1st 2023, we 

will accept applications for the school year 2023-

2024. Please read the Enrolment Policy too. All 

offers of places are made in accordance with 

this. 

 

CHILD PROTECTION Procedures (CPP) 

All teachers are mandated to report any disclosures from pupils. The Designated Liaison Person is Ray 
D’Arcy and Deputy Designated Liaison person is Tom Hartney.  

Our Child Safeguarding Statement is available to view on our website.  Last week, feedback from parents 
and guardians was sought in relation to the school’s compliance with Child Protection Procedures (CPP) via 
a Google Form. It is important to note that If you ever have any observations in relation to CPP, you can 
contact principal@scoilide.ie 

All CPP documentation will be reviewed at the 1st Board of Management meeting  of this school year on 
October 4th, 2022. 

You can read our full policy on our website. 

Student Council 2022-2023 

Our freshly elected Student Council have settled into their new roles and are working hard to make this a 
great year for everyone in Scoil Íde. At the moment they are busy organising a ‘Halloween Hoolie’ for our 
younger students. After the midterm break they will be planning the annual ‘Christmas Coppers Campaign’ 
as well as a Nativity production for the junior classes. The Student Council is a voluntary and demanding 
role and we really appreciate all the time and effort these students put in. The Council had a very construc-
tive meeting with Mr D’Arcy where they outlined their plans for the year. Mr D’Arcy now has to go and do 
his homework and report back to the Council before the mid term break. The council members are pictured 
in the top right hand corner of the picture page of this newsletter 

Maith sibh!  



Secondary School Open Nights 

There is a Common Application System in operation in Limerick. The schedule of Open Nights for secondary 
schools in the Limerick Area has been emailed to all parents and guardians. Should you have any questions in 

relation to this system do not hesitate to get in contact with the school principal Ray D’Arcy at princi-
pal@scoilide.ie. If you are going through this process for the first time we highly advise that you attend the 
open nights of any secondary school that you are considering sending your child to. It is also a good idea to 

seek the advice of like minded parents / guardians who have sent a child of their own to the secondary school 
you are considering. 

 

Parking and Child Safety / Safer Routes to School 

Please be mindful of the rules of the road when dropping and collecting children to & from school. Please 
avoid blocking entrances and exits. Children must use pedestrian access points and avoid walking through the 
car parks.  

Despite being one of 8 schools in Limerick to be designated A “Safer Routes to School” school, no work has 
yet taken place on either the Corbally or Mill Road sides of the school. Parents and guardians were surveyed 
last year on ways to make Scoil Íde a safer school to drop children off and collect them in the evenings. I’m 
sure everyone will agree that the safety of the children is paramount and this consideration will be the pre-
dominant element of any changes that will be introduced.  

ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY 

While it is accepted that there is a direct link between school attendance and pupil progress, exceptions were 
made last year due to the COVID-19 pandemic. We thank you all for your vigilance by keeping children who 
are unwell at home, seeking GP advice and observing the HSE guidelines around restricting movements, isola-
tion etc.  

The school is obliged by law to inform Tusla when a pupil is absent for 20 days in one school year. As teach-
ers fill in the category of absence, parents should contact them to inform them of the nature of the absence. 
If absences are COVID-19 related, this will be indicated to Tusla. 

 

Internet Safety  

As part of our on going commitment to having rigorous child protection systems in Scoil ide, we arranged 
online Internet Safety Talks for parents and guardians during school year 2021-2022 The key takeaways were 

as follows... 

• Children should not have access to devices in their bedrooms. A number of children are awake very late 
at night on devices. The device should be left with parents when children go to bed. 

• Households should operate a digital sunset. No devices an hour before bedtime so children can get a 
better quality of sleep 

• Some children stated that they spend up to 4-5 hours online or on devices. This increases at the week-
end. This is an unhealthy amount of time for anyone to spending on a device daily 

• Many children are playing games that are rated 18+. These games contain incredibly graphic and inap-
propriate content. Do you know what games your children are playing?  

• Many children are on social media. To do so they have stated that they are 13. They are not in the vast 
majority of cases. 

• Children should only interact with friends online that they actually know in real life. Many children are 
engaging with absolute strangers online on a regular basis 

• Parents should know the password to devices that your children use and should monitor these regularly 
at different times of the day. Children should know that parents are going to do this. 

• Commonsensemedia.org is a good site to find out more on this subject. Click on “Parents need to know” 
tab 

Children in Scoil Íde are taught Internet Safety and Online Responsibility lessons from 1st class right through 
to 6th class.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow us on Twitter 
@ScoilIde 

 

 

 

 


